
Research into the legacy of the Bocarro (Diaz 
Tavares) family in Goa:  
 

Mr. Francisco (Diaz) Bocarro 
Mr. Pedro Diaz (Tavares) Bocarro 
Mr. Manuel Tavares Bocarro  

 
The family of Francisco Bocarro were Separdim Jews 
from Portugal who converted to Catholicism. Three 
generations of them and are in the historical records 
mentioned as "New Christians". They were all in the 
services of the Portuguese Empire in Asia.   
 
The family name is found in the book "The Portuguese in 
India", by Frederick Charles Danvers. This book was first 
published in 1894 A.D, and reprinted in 2006.   
 
The name of Francisco Bocarro is found in Volum 2, 
appendix C, page 498.  Under the section "Heros of the 
epic period".  
 
"Francisco Bocarro, Chief Alcade of the fortress of 
Ormuz". (1)   
 
The fortress was captured by the Portuguese 1st of April 
1515. Ormuz was lost 3rd of May 1622.   
 
Pedro Diaz Bocarro was the son of Francisco (Diaz) 
Bocarro. Pedro Diaz Bocarro lived and worked in Goa.  
 
The legacy of Pedro Diaz Bocarro can be found in the 
casting of one of the most famous Church bells in Goa. 



This bell is located at the Lady of Rosary Church at 
Monte Santo in Old Goa. This church was built during the 
years of 1544-1547.    
 
The bell of this Church has the following inscription:  
 
ASSUNTA EST MARIA IN/COELUM GAUDENT ANGELI 
LAUDANTES / BENEDICUNT DOMINUM / (effigy of Our 
Lady) AVE MARIA GRATIA PLENA / DOMINUS TECUM 
BENEDICTA TU IN / MULIERIBUS ET BENEDICTUS 
FRUCTUS / VENTRIS TUI JESU SANCTA MARIA / 
PETRUS DIES BOCARROS FECIT/ 1618. (2)  
 
Mary was assumed into heaven. The angels rejoice and 
bless the Lord in praise. Hail Mary, full of grace! The Lord 
is with thee. Blessed are you among women and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb Jesus. Holy Mary. Peter Dias 
Bocarro made the bell (in 1618). 
 
Pedro Dias Bocarro also casted church bells, used in 
other parts of the Portuguese empire. Like on exported to 
Malacca.  
 
Passing by St. Peterʼs Church in Malacca… 
 
Translated into English this means, ʻHAIL MARY, FULL 
OF GRACE, THE LORD IS WITH THEE, BLESSED ARE 
THOU AMONG WOMEN. HOLY MARY. ( These are the 
words of the Annunciation). PEDRO DIAS BOCARRO 
MADE IT IN THE YEAR 1608. (3).  
 
 



Manuel Tavares Bocarro , son of Pedro Tavares Bocarro, 
chief of the founders of Goa, manufactured cannons both 
iron and bronze " (4).  
 
The chronicler Antonio Bocarro, speaking of Macau in 
1635 , wrote:  
 
" This place has one of the best foundries in the world of 
guns, brass wants, which already has for a long or iron , 
which was made by order of the Viceroy , Conde 
Linhares,and where it is continuously fused artillery to all 
its State ( India ), at very reasonable price . " (5).  
 
This historical record is translated from a Portuguse 
blogspot.  
 
In early 1624, Philip II sent a letter to Dom Francisco da 
Gama, Vidigue Count of anger that had been aware that 
India had "hum refiner's good officer artillery of this art, by 
name P.º Diaz Bocarro" and and is therefore ordered to 
minister the art "the others."  
 
The orders of Philip II, were you taught other people, but 
that the secret art of casting could not go out of 
workshops and bad luck, would happen to a refiner, local, 
have fled and later caught and ordered killed by 
Vidigueiro Count. (6) (7).  
 
There are historical records that bears testimony that the 
Bocarro family were involved in the production at the 
ancient Arsenal of Goa, capture in 1510 by Alfonso Da 
Albuquerque.  



 
This is translated from a Portuguese bloodspot: (8)  

 
In his defense, before the King said to him: "In the 
process of blaming me and hear me there shall be 
violated your justíssimas laws to change them if 
innovated to harass me and harass me"  
 
(Ferreira Martins in: Chronicle of the Viceroys and 
Governors of India, p.284, the only letter that is aware 
(and which we transcribe when we finish this work), 
written by Manuel Tavares Bocarro calls "son of parents 
and grandparents and honored that among of his 
generation, did not lack nobility ".  
 
His paternal grandfather, the founder Francisco Dias, 
João Dias's brother, uncle Baltazar Gomes and António 
Gomes Feo, all founders of artillery.  
 
Francisco Dias left for India in the mid-sixteenth century, 
as a carpenter of ships. However, shortly thereafter, 
would be placed in the foundries of the Goa College and 
in 1560 was already master.  
 
However the governor Duarte de Meneses, understood, 
at best the place of the old smelter Francisco Dias, was 
taken by his son Pedro Dias Bocarro. His appointment as 
master of casting artillery of the State of India, would 
have been around the time of 1588.  
 
Cargo later confirmed by King Philip II in royal letter of 12 
October 1599. Pedro Dias Bocarro, it would be after his 



appointment sent to Chaul in order to restore and develop 
the artillery foundries, established there.  
 
A document dated in 1633, smelters would be under the 
charge of the Jesuit missionaries of the Society of Jesus.  
 
The only cannon, known and cast by Pedro Dias Bocarro 
in foundries Chaul, is dated 1594 and a part, Portuguese, 
the most beautiful at that time. Was known for "Chaul 
Cannon" and later, in 1843, was "plundered" by the 
British in Hyderable, taken to England, exposed in the 
"Tower of London" and displayed as a magnificent trophy 
of war.  
 
After casting the "Chaul Cannon," Pedro Dias Bocarro 
returned to Goa.  
 
Manuel Tavares Bocarro the eldest son of Tavares-
Bocarro couple and grandson of the old smelter master, 
Francisco Dias, will be the follower of a family of 
craftsmen in the art of blowing fire power. In Goa, his 
father, Pedro Dias Bocarro merged six pieces of great 
fulfillment and thick body, but would not have given you 
great profits. In a letter addressed to the King informed 
him: "with will and diligence, would eventually ask for a 
mercy, for his great poverty."  
 
Now Manuel Tavares Bocarro learns the art and the 
secret of well blow guns next to his father, Pedro Dias 
Bocarro, which performed the most beautiful pieces of 
artillery. One of the magnificent works was a culverin in 
1595, where he had stamped the image of Santa 



Catarina, moves between two knives wheels. Reports at 
the time, was given as a cannon rare perfection. Was that 
why the fire piece, caliber, was kept for three and a half 
centuries.  
 
The Governor of India (1841) José Joaquim Lopes Lima, 
to compensate for the deficit in Goa safe, ordered it to be 
melted and minted coin. Other cannons and bells melted 
Peter Bocarro in Goa, but after the "Chaul Cannon", three 
more culverins, the years 1622 and 1623, are at the 
Castle of St. George, in Brazil and Military Museum of 
Lisbon; three bells: one in the tower of the Church of 
Ternate, another the "Dignity Bell" in Goa Sé Cathedral 
and yet another in the Church of St. Peter in Malacca 
(foundries 1603.1605 and 1608). (8)   
 
The Inquisition at Goa: 
 
There are no records of Manuel Tavares Bocarro being 
persecuted by the Inquisitional tribunal in Goa. (1560-
1812 A.D). He left Goa and was director of the Macao 
Chunambeiro canon foundry from to 1625-1645. 
 
This is an interesting recorded private conversation on a 
social media website in 1998: (9).  
 
Bocarra is a funny name (it means "large mouth"). Most 
of them were from southern Portugal (Alentejo and 
Algarve). I found that name in Jew people (used as 
"alias") and some 15 people using that name went to 
Inquisition Courts accused of judaism (etc. etc.). 
 



THREE of them interested me: 
 
Jeronimo Soares Bocarro - Mestre de Fundic,a~o de 
Artilharia in GOA - 1674 
 
D. Antonio Bocarro - Escrivao da Alfandega de 
MASCATE - 1643 
 
Francisco Bocarro - born in CHAUL, Capitao na Serra de 
ASSERIM - 1654 
 
Source: From: "Luis K. W." <cavmad@ip.pt>  Subject: Fw: 
[PORTUGAL-L] Bocarro - end of Chapter I  Date: Fri, 21 
Aug 1998 15:12:21 +0100  
 
There is a need to search for baptism records.  But if the 
"Mestre de Fundic,a~o de Artilharia in GOA, Jeronimo 
Soares Bocarro (1674)" is related to Manuel Tavares 
Bocarr, the family legacy lives on in Goa after Manuel 
Tavares Bocarro known services in Macao.  
 
We know that the Portuguese chief chronicler of Goa, 
Antonio Bocarro Frances, was a "New Christian". He 
might not have been a relative of Pedro Diaz Bocarro. But 
Antonio Bocarro Frances was persecuted by the 
Inquisition tribunal in Goa.  
 
Antonio Bocarro Frances (Goa 1624) was accused of 
saying when the host was elevated at mass: "Only the 
most high Lord God of Israel, is owned honor and glory 
for He is the God above all Lords. Blessed and praised 
and magnified is the single holy name as He was and will 



be forever and ever". (10)  
 
Panjim, Goa 
Mr. Ivar Fjeld. 
Panjim representative of  
Judeo-Christian Heritage of the West Coast of India, 
Trust. 26th of December 2014 
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